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“How to Recognize a Genuine Disciple”      Text – John 8:30-59       OT Reading – Genesis 12:1-9 ; 15:1-6

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,

Have you ever wanted to know how to recognize if something is genuine or fake?  For most of us, Google will be where we turn for help.  I typed in ‘How to recognize a genuine’ and the first pop up result was South Sea Pearls.  Apparently there are genuine SSPs and fake ones.  So there you go ladies, if he brings home a pearl necklace, just Google ‘How to recognize a genuine SSP.’ ( 
Well, on a much more serious note, we read in v30 that many people believed in Jesus.  And we have read several statements like this in John’s Gospel.  The problem is though that Jesus continues to talk to these believers and at the end of the conversation they are trying to stone Him!  So you have to wonder if their belief was genuine?  
And this in a nutshell is what the rest of ch. 8 is about.  Jesus has been calling on the people to believe in Him.  But who Jesus is will not be fully known until He has died and risen.  In the meantime, things He says will sound very difficult and maybe even offensive to their Jewish ears.  And we see an example of that in this passage.  So Jesus is encouraging them not to be offended or troubled by His difficult words.  Instead they must persevere until they are fully able to receive Him as Saviour and Lord.  But if we take just the 12 disciples of Jesus as an example, we know that while 11 of the disciples did persevere and come to a fullness of faith, Judas Iscariot, who would have called himself a believer at this point, did not persevere and fully believe.    

Now, it is important to note then that this was a unique period of salvation history.  These Jews were being called on to believe in Jesus even though He still had to go to the cross and rise again.  It’s not like that for us today – we have the full revelation of Jesus and His finished work on the cross.  Nevertheless, it will benefit all of us to think about what Jesus says here.  You see, in any group of those listening to a sermon, you are likely to find genuine believers and non-believers, but also those who think they are genuine believers but actually are not.  So this passage will help each of us examine our profession of faith as we listen to Jesus describe a Genuine Disciple.
And He does this by laying out five things that reveal a genuine disciple.  And we could easily devote a full sermon to each of these five things, but we will deal with them by way of a short summary.  
I. The first mark of a genuine disciple is found in v31.  To those professing faith, Jesus said, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples.”
A. Now boys and girls, to abide is to remain or continue.  If you were at the Supermarket, and Mum said, I want you to abide by the shopping trolley, what she would mean is stay by the shopping trolley as we walk around the shop.  

B. So, to those Jews who professed faith, Jesus told them to continue to or to keep listening to His word.  And again, remember that the circumstance of these Jews was quite unique.  There was still more about Jesus and what He came to do that they needed to know.  So it was very important that they kept on listening to Him.  

1. We have a University student boarding with us.  He is studying engineering.  And I have seen him wrestling with complicated mathematic equations.  The equation never changes throughout the whole process.  But at the start he just cannot master the equation and figure out the answer.  But later on, having abided in his textbooks and referred back to his notes and looked up some online tutorials, etc, he eventually comes to understand the equation and solve it.  And I am sure that you can all remember situations like that; when having persevered with something it finally makes sense.  Well, that is what Jesus was calling on these Jews to do – to persevere in listening to Him until they came to know the full truth about Him.

C. And these words are especially important for those of you today who do not yet know Jesus as your personal Saviour and Lord.  As you listen to this sermon or as you read the Bible, you may come across things that don’t make sense to you or even offend you.  Please persevere!  Let me encourage you to ask the Lord Jesus to make Himself plain to you as you read His word.  And then keep reading the Bible; keep listening to sermons.  Romans 10:17 says, “Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ.”  It is through the Bible that the Spirit of God delights to reveal Jesus as Saviour and Lord.  
D. And there is wonderful encouragement for you in these verses: v32 goes on to say, “And you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  If you are not a believer, you will either see yourself as a pretty good person who deserves to enter heaven, or a really bad person for whom there is no hope of heaven, or that there is no such thing as heaven or hell.  Well, the truth is that heaven and hell do exist and our only hope of heaven is to believe in Jesus for the forgiveness of our sins.  And this is the truth that sets us free from the wrong ideas about ourselves and why we exist and God and eternity.  And it is all laid out in here (The Bible)!  So abide in Jesus’ word.  Keep reading the Bible and listening to sermons.

II. Well, as we look at v33, the Jews didn’t react very well to what Jesus said.  Almost bizarrely, remembering that God had rescued them from slavery in Egypt to make them a nation! they claim to have never been enslaved to anyone.  And this leads to the second characteristic of a genuine disciple in v34, where Jesus says, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin.”  
A. And this is a negative example.  A genuine disciple is someone who does not do what is being described here.  

B. And the word practice is very important here.  To practice is to continually and repeatedly and purposefully do the same thing.  The unbeliever, then, is one who practices sins.  

C. And the image that Jesus uses to describe this is slavery.  The unbeliever is a slave to sin.  So Jesus pictures the unbeliever as a slave in God’s house and Himself as the Son.  As the Son, Jesus may remain in the house forever but the slave can be kicked out at any time.  But as the Son, Jesus also has the authority to give a slave freedom so that he or she may remain in the house forever also.  So He is telling these Jews that they must seek their freedom in Him.  One day they will see the crucified and risen Lord Jesus and then they must trust in Him for the forgiveness of sins.  And when they do that, then they will no longer be slaves to sin; they will be free.
D. And the first application of this point for today is again to those who do not yet profess faith in Christ.  You are a slave to sin; you are a guilty sinner who deserves eternal condemnation.  Your only hope of heaven is to trust in Jesus for the forgiveness of your sins.  
E. But there is application here also for those who profess faith but who practice sin.  You see, if you commit the same sin or sins again and again and again, and you are not troubled by those sins and you do not confess those sins to God and look to turn away from those sins, then you are not a genuine disciple of Christ.  1 John 1:6 says, “If we say we have fellowship with Him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.”  And again, this is not about perfection.  Every believer will fall into sin until he or she is with the Lord.  But if you willfully commit the same sin or sins, again and again, and you are not troubled by those sins, and you do not confess those sins to God and look to turn away from those sins, then you are not a genuine disciple of Christ.  What you must do is repent and believe.  To repent is to be genuinely sorry for your sins and literally to change your mind about your sin – it must now deeply trouble you because it offends God, and you must hate it and turn away from it.  And you must believe that in Christ you have the forgiveness of your sins.  

F. So a genuine disciple does not practice sin.
III. Well, as v37 begins, Jesus acknowledges that the Jews were the biological descendants of Abraham, but He also begins to impress on them the importance of being Abraham’s spiritual children.  And the way they are behaving at present puts their spiritual connection to Abraham in doubt, at least for now, because they seek to kill Jesus.  And the reference to the Father of Jesus being different than the father of these Jews prepares us for even stronger words to come from the Lord Jesus.  So in v39, they angrily restate their connection to Abraham, and Jesus then gives the third mark of a genuine disciple as He says, “If you were Abraham's children, you would be doing what Abraham did.”  So a genuine disciple of Jesus does what Abraham did.
A. So, what did Abraham do?  Well, the NT answers this question in two places:

1. Romans 4 tells us that Abraham believed the promise of God that by one of his descendants he would become the father of many nations, even though he and his wife were past child-bearing age.  Hebrews 11 tells us that Abraham obeyed God’s call to move to a far off land, and believed in the promise of God despite many seemingly impossible circumstances, and he knew that his only hope of salvation was God’s promised Messiah.  
2. So if we summarize all this: Abraham made the calling of God his top priority in life, he believed in the promises of God, despite the circumstances, and he trusted in Christ for his salvation.

B. And this is what these Jews were not doing at present but would need to do if they were truly to be children of Abraham.  

C. But it is also what every genuine disciple of Jesus does.  So to those who profess faith:

1. Is the calling of God your top priority in life?  Jesus said, “Do not be anxious, saying, 'What shall we eat?' or 'What shall we drink?' or 'What shall we wear?'  For …your heavenly Father knows that you need them all.  But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.”  Are you seeking first the kingdom of God and His righteousness?  Is attendance at both worship services and a regular Bible study a fixed part of your calendar?  Do you set your tithe aside before you pay the bills and buy your coffees?  Is there time for Netflix but not for personal Bible reading?  
2. And do you believe in the promises of God, despite the circumstances?  His promise is to work all things for the good of those who love Him.  That does not mean that you will only experience good things but that all things will work for your good.  And all things means all things, including sickness or suffering or loss or hardship.  Do you trust Him during hardships?  Are you content?  Would those who know you testify that you trust in God when life is tough? 
IV. But the last thing that Abraham did was to trust in Christ for his salvation.  And this comes through also in the fourth mark of a genuine disciple.  Jesus criticizes the Jews for wanting to kill Him in vv40-41.  They then claim God as their Father.  But Jesus says in v42, “If God were your Father, you would love me.”
A. And here we really get to the heart of genuine discipleship.  A genuine disciple of Jesus loves Him!  
1. Now, when we think of love, we probably think first of personal affection or emotions.  And a genuine disciple of Jesus will surely have affection for Jesus.  But what Jesus has especially in view here is to take someone’s side or to choose in favour of someone because of family loyalty love.  
2. Maybe you boys and girls can remember a time when your brother or sister defended you or chose for you even when this didn’t really make sense.  But they did this because you were their brother or sister.  That is the love that Jesus speaks about here – family loyalty.  If these Jews truly were sons of the Father, they would recognize Jesus as their brother and accept Him or choose for Him.
3. And this is not a command for us to prove our discipleship by doing something, it is simply an observation that those who truly belong to the family of God will love the Lord Jesus.  If you see that you are committed to the truthes of the Bible, on subjects like creation and abortion and same-sex marriage, when everyone else has a different opinion, that is family-loyalty love at work and evidence that you are a genuine disciple of Jesus.
V. Well, as Jesus continues from v43, it is becoming clear that the Jews had a long way to go n the journey of faith.  While they thought of themselves as children of God, Jesus tells them in v44 that they are actually children of the devil.  Now, it would probably be helpful here to make a few comments about the devil.  But we want to keep to our narrow focus today, which is genuine discipleship, so we will come back to these verses next time and say some more about the devil.  The main point though is that truth comes from Jesus and lies come from the devil, so if you refuse to believe Jesus, you are choosing to believe the devil and his lies.  So Jesus next gives the fifth and final mark of a genuine disciple in v47, which is that “Whoever is of God hears the words of God.”
A. And again, just as with the fourth mark, love for Jesus, this is not a command for us to do something but an observation that those who truly belong to the family of God will hear and believe and obey the words of God.

1. In regards to these Jews, because Jesus is God, and because they refused to hear and believe what Jesus was saying, they were rejecting the word of God, which meant that they were not of God.  Their profession of faith, at least for now, was either false or in need of considerable growth.

2. But in regards to us today, again, ask yourself, do I hear the words of God?  Does this book (The Bible) shape my life?  Are these words my delight?  Do I hear and obey the commands of God?  James 1 has that passage that describes the foolishness of the person who hears the word but does not do it.  Are you one who does the word?  Can you look back and see that this word has changed you?  Or better yet, would others who know you well say that this word has changed you?  Because that is what the Word of God does in genuine disciples.

Well, what Jesus has laid out in these verses is that a genuine disciple of His abides in His Word, does not practice sin, does what Abraham did, loves Jesus, and hears the word of God.  And that brings us to the concluding verses of this passage.  For the net result of all this, from v48, is that these ‘believing’ Jews said to Him, “You are a Samaritan and have a demon.”  Phew!  Now, that is what you call a flip-flop of epic proportions.  In their religious and cultural context, you couldn’t get a worse insult than to call someone a demon-possessed Samaritan.  

So Jesus then rejects their accusation and says in v51, “Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.”  And this is a beautiful promise for genuine disciples.  Those Jews who kept the word of Jesus, which meant that they continued to listen to Him and ultimately came to believe in Him as Saviour and Lord, and those who believe in Jesus as their Saviour and Lord today, “will never see death.”  And Jesus did not mean by this promise that they would escape physical death but that they would escape eternal condemnation.  This is the good news we will remember and celebrate as we sit around the Lord’s Supper table together.  In Christ, we inherit eternal life!
But there were many listening to Jesus that day, like Judas Iscariot, who did not come to a fullness of faith in Jesus as Saviour and Lord.  They took Jesus’ words literally as saying that God’s children would not physically die.  So in v53, they threw Abraham and the prophets at Jesus as examples of God’s children who did die.  So Jesus told them in v56 that though Abraham died, he rejoiced to see the day of Jesus.  And the Jews came back, demonstrating their unbelief, by mockingly asking how it was possible for Jesus, who was not yet fifty years old, to have seen Abraham!!
So in v58, Jesus said, “Truly, Truly,” which is literally Amen Amen – It is truth, it is Truth, “I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.”  And this is another of those references to Exodus 3 where God told Moses that His name is I AM WHO I AM – It revealed that God depends on no one or nothing outside of Himself, that He is eternal and unchangeable.  So in saying this, Jesus was declaring Himself to be the self-existent, eternal and unchangeable God who revealed Himself to Moses and who existed before Abraham.
So having called on these Jews to keep listening to Him, even if what He said sounded difficult or even offensive, these Jews failed at the first hurdle by trying to stone Him.  However, the last part of v59 is a vivid demonstration of the truth that Jesus has just declared about Himself, for we are told that He “hid Himself and went out of the temple.”  It’s too awful to imagine, but for the sake of the exercise, if we all decided to beat up one person here, do you think that person could just hide and slip away?  No chance!  It’s not difficult for an angry crowd to take hold of one man and kill him, if that is what they decide to do.  But while there would come a time when Jesus allowed Himself to be arrested and crucified, that time was not now so He who is eternal and all powerful simply hid Himself and slipped away.  
Brothers and Sisters, young people and boys and girls, Jesus is God.  Everyone is going to have to come to terms with that now or on Judgment Day.  And it will be far better for you to stand before Jesus on Judgment Day having been a genuine disciple of His on earth.  Are you a genuine disciple of Jesus?  Do you love Him and love His word and love obeying Him?  Is your chief joy knowing that in Him all your sins are forgiven?  Let’s pray.
